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ABSTRACT 
The limited geographic reach of news stories broadcast by CBC and CTV 
is documented as one exemplary outcome of constraints inherent in the 
social conditions of network television news production in Canadian 
society. 
La port& gbgraphique limit& des actualit& diffusbes par CBC/Radio- 
Canada et CTV est present& comme un dsultat t6molgnant des contrain- 
tes inhbrentes aux conditions sociales de la production des informations 
tblbvisbes dam la socibtb canadienne. 
This article reports some of the results of a much larger analysis (Clarke, 1987) of 
the labour process at each of the production units responsible for the five major 
network television information programmes in Canada: at CBC, THE 
NATIONAL, THE JOURNAL, and the fifth estate; and at CTV, CTV NATIONAL 
NEWS and ~ 5 . '  The analysis is based upon fieldwork conducted at these units 
during the period 1982-84 alongside a two-year video-taped sample of the 
programmes which appeared during the same period in which the conditions of 
their production were observed. Using a political economy approach (cf. Magder, 
1989). it thus integrates study of production and product in order to disclose and 
document a myriad of ways in which the ideological construction of the latter is 
the outcome of the former; that is, of the everyday practical processes according 
to which televisual information is manufactured in the context of Canadian 
capitalism. By following this methodological route, it becomes possible to unravel 
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the social construction of the news text through reference to its material genesis 
in the social relations of news production. 
Indeed, empirical investigation of the actual organization and practices of 
production can go a considerably long way towards explanation of the nature of 
the commodity that emerges as their result. More specifically, it is possible through 
such investigation to identify a range of constraints intrinsic to the organization of 
news and current affairs production which lead to direct implications for the form 
and content of news and current affairs programmes. 2 
These production constraints can be grouped into two general categories. With 
respect to news, the first category includes the short-term logistical constraints of 
production: the pressures of time, and in the Canadian case at least, of time zones; 
technological constraints, such as the use of film versus video tape, the use of 
two-inch versus one-inch video tape editing equipment, etc.; and the budgetary 
limitations that constrain the availability of facilities, the number, placement and 
movement of reporters, the transmission of their stories, and a whole range of 
additional considerations. Thus, for example, the story of a strike vote in 
Thompson, Manitoba may be delayed, hastily edited, appear without visual 
accompaniment, or not appear at all if travel time from Winnipeg to Thompson 
and back is insufficient, if a film editor is not available, if editing facilities are 
already in use, if feed lines cannot be accessed, if the Toronto newsroom deadline 
cannot be met, etc. In addition to jeopardizing the inclusion of the story in the 
newscast, several of these factors may also contribute to the particular form that 
the story assumes and to the specific content of the script and visuals. For current 
affairs production, these same short-term logistical constraints are operative, 
except that the time constraint becomes less severe in the case of weekly program- 
mes. 
The second category includes the more subtle, long-term constraints that are 
repeatedly at work: historically evolved news practices and ideological principles 
of television journalism, the dependence of the production unit upon continental 
and international news suppliers, the increasingly forced dependence of current 
affairs units upon international suppliers of documentary material (such as Inter- 
mag) and upon co-production arrangements, the broader economic imperatives 
that underpin the organization of the labour process, and so forth. In short, a 
multiple array of short-term and long-term constraints are endemic to existent 
relations of news and cumnt affairs production, all of which place stem limitations 
upon the type of newslcurrent affairs commodity that can be produced under these 
conditions. 
The operation of all of these production constraints, and their impact upon the 
form and content of the programmes produced during the two-year sample period, 
is discussed at greater length in the larger analysis. For the purposes of the present 
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discussion, only a few of these constraints can be illustrated; namely, those broad 
economic constraints which spawn the structural dependence of Canadian produc- 
tion units upon foreign news suppliers, and the impact of these upon the geographic 
reach of stories broadcast by THE NATIONAL and CTV NATIONAL NEWS. 
Concretely, economic constraints spark: (1) a low level of original story production 
in terms of international items or foreign stories and a consequently greater level 
of dependence upon external suppliers, such as the international news agencies 
and foreign networks; and (2) a peculiar, imbalanced pattern of information flow 
at the national level. These two levels of information flow and story origination, 
or "story geography," can each be examined separately. 
THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS MAP 
The availability of contemporary technologies, such as electronic newsgathering 
(ENG) and satellites, theoretically enables the instantaneous transmission of 
stories from a larger and larger number of global sites. Yet, as always, the potential 
of a technology is less socially consequential than the conditions under which the 
technology is implemented, and so, in reality, the rapid and extensive growth of 
the global satellite transmission system has tended instead to merely solidify and 
perpetuate the pre-existent inequalities and imbalances in the patterns and routes 
of international news flow.3 
Harris (1977) has documented the underlying political economy of these 
patterns of global news flow. Larson's analysis of international stories on the 
American network newscasts (1984) can serve as a useful introduction to the 
matter of their consequences for content. His sample consists of more than a 
thousand newscasts by the three major American networks during the period 1972 
to 1981. His distinction between three major formats for the presentation of 
international news - the anchor report, the domestic video report, and the foreign 
video report - can be adapted to the Canadian sample to determine levels of 
dependency upon external suppliers with respect to international stories, to reveal 
other dimensions of foreign story content on the Canadian programmes, and to 
enable comparisons with their more well-endowed U.S. counterparts. 
The anchor report is, in the language of journalese, a "straight copy" story, 
which is read in its entirety by the news reader positioned in the studio, and which 
is often illustrated by a still visual. Since the great majority of these reports 
originate with the major international agencies, their volume provides a measure 
of network dependence upon those agencies for the supply of international stories 
(Larson, 1984: 37; cf. Batscha, 1975). The domestic video report is one which 
originates in a Canadian location yet concerns international affairs, e.g. official 
visits by foreign dignitaries. The foreign video report originates with a Canadian 
network journalist in a location outside of Canada. Of the three types of reports, it 
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represents the greatest expenditure of time, money and technology (since these 
reports are invariably fed by satellite to the network newsrooms in Toronto). 
Larson's findings offer interesting points of comparison. Almost 40% of the 
content of American network news concerned international affairs, or about 7 of 
the average 17 stories per broadcast (1984: 40). Other than the year 1974, in which 
U.S. network news was preoccupied with the Watergate story, "international news 
accounted for between 34% and45% of all news broadcast by the networks during 
each year of the decade" (1984: 40). That surprisingly high proportion deflates 
common charges in the scholarly and popular literature of a paucity of foreign 
news coverage on American television. Comprehensiveness, however, is another 
story. Larson found that the mean length of international stories was one minute 
and 28 seconds or 1:28, a figure which varied (not coincidentally, of course) 
according to story format, with anchor reports averaging 31 seconds, domestic 
video reports at 2:05, and foreign video reports at 157 (1984: 41). Nonetheless, 
in the average newscast, international news accounted for 7 of the 17 stories and 
7:19 of the 22 news minutes (1984: 49). 
The breakdown of formats is even more interesting, and more directly reflects 
the expenditure of resources by the U.S. networks. Although there were some 
changes in the ratios of story formats during the ten-year period? the largest 
proportion of international stories assumed the form of anchor reports (42%) 
followed by foreign (32%) and domestic (26%) video reports (Larson, 1984: 43). 
Despite the comparatively vast resources of the American networks, then, the more 
economical anchor reports constituted the most prominent story format. 
Other results of Larson's analysis can be briefly summarized. Coverage is 
sharply skewed in favour of the nations of Western Europe and the Middle East, 
with considerably less attention to the nations of Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin 
America and Africa (successively). Canada literally ranks last after all of these 
regions in terms of its mention on American network news; in rivalling for the 
attention of U.S. network news producers, it "even" ranks below Africa, a region 
notoriously ignored by the U.S. media.5 Foreign video reports likewise tend to 
originate in the favoured world regions. Western Europe and the Middle East 
together account for 63% of the origins of all foreign video reports on ABC and 
CBS.~  Similarly, a relatively high proportion of the coverage of these two regions 
is in the form of foreign video reports, which entail direct visual newsgathering by 
the American networks' own correspondents. On the other hand, coverage of 
Eastern Europe, Latin America and Africa is more often in the form of anchor 
reports, reflecting a greater dependence upon agencies for news of these regions. 
In Larson's words: "Such patterns illustrate the relationship between international 
news content on television and the newsgathering process that produces the 
content" (1984: 9 1). 
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Larson calls upon the "importance of economic, technical and logistical 
factors" (1984: 60) to explain the skewed reportage of international news. Each of 
these factors derives out of the structure of the international political economy; 
concretely, the flow of international news in turn flows from the underlying 
historical-structural patterns of imperialism and domination around the world. The 
routes and patterns of global news flow precisely reflect these continuing relation- 
ships of domination and dependency. Likewise, patterns of international news 
coverage by the U.S. and Canadian networks directly reflect the contradictions 
and imbalances of their supply sources: the international information agencies. 
Further explanation of the skewed coverage can be found through examination of 
the positions of permanent network bureaus. Larson discovered that the ten nations 
where permanent U.S. network bureaus operate account for 53% of all foreign 
video reports (1984: 60). The world geography of network bureau sites is therefore 
a related important explanation of the geography of network coverage of interna- 
tional affairs. What is yet more important to realize, for the purposes of our 
Canadian analysis, is that both the international agencies and the U.S. networks, 
each with their demonstrably skewed coverage, serve as the principal suppliers of 
international stories to the Canadian networks. 
The world map provided by Canadian network television can now be il- 
lustrated by means of a focus upon the story geography of the weeknight newscasts 
of CBC and cTV.~ The definition of "international news" employed by Golding 
and Elliott (1979) and later by Larson (1984: 36) was slightly modified to take 
account of peculiarly Canadian circumstances; that is, to exclude merely "passing 
references" to nations other than Canada (especially to foreign-born individuals 
and foreign-made products), which would superficially inflate the number of 
stories that substantively concern other countries. Unlike their analyses, it is 
impractical to disregard thematic content in the Canadian case - a reality which in 
itself reflects the reality of Canada's particular position within the international 
economy. Through the use of this definition, a grand total of 760 international 
stories (399 by CTV, 361 by CBC) were identified, which represents slightly more 
than 60% of all the weeknight news stories in the two-year sample (1,261). The 
proportion varied somewhat between 1982 and 1983, in that CBC's international 
coverage increased from 49% to 59% while CTV's decreased from 70% in 1982 
to 66% in 1983. 
These general figures, however, overlook the very important considerations 
of the source and format of the international stories that appeared, each of which 
point to the relative costs of such coverage for the networks. Both networks found 
1982 an exceptionally costly news year, largely the result of the number of violent 
conflicts outside of Canada, notably the south Atlantic conflict, so much so that 
CTV decreed that there would be no further original foreign coverage with the 
exception of foreign wars. Hence, a further breakdown of international stories is 
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essential to distinguish between the sources of international news and to thereby 
develop a measure of the actual expenditure of resources for foreign coverage. 
Such a breakdown appears later. At this stage it can simply be pointed out that the 
overall volume of international coverage is high. While one would expect the 
Canadian networks to present more international stories than their American 
counterparts, the range of 58-63% for both networks during both sample years is 
very markedly higher than Larson's range of 3445% for the latter (1984: 40). 
The sheer amount of international news coverage also begs the question of 
which nations, and which regions of the world, are on view to Canadian news 
audiences. Following Larson, two types of content data can be used to assess the 
coverage: (1) data regarding those nations cited in sampled news stories and (2) 
data about the nations from which foreign video reports originated. 
Table 1 shows the extent of coverage accorded to the 66 nations which 
appeared in the sampled news stories. Each nation is ranked according to the extent 
of coverage by each network, with the nations ordered according to their rank on 
CBC news. First, the table shows clearly that the overall pattern of network news 
attention is highly skewed towards a small number of nations. Almost half of all 
international stories refer to the United States, which reflects both Canada's 
position of dependence vis-a-vis that country, and network dependence upon 
American news suppliers as one manifestation of that underlying dependence. The 
greater number of references by CTV is the product of its relatively greater 
dependence upon foreign news organizations which notoriously report primarily 
about those nations of concern to U.S. policy interests and the U.S. state; hence, a 
recurrent pattern throughout the sample was that where the United States is 
discussed in conjunction with nations lower in rank - that is, within the same news 
story. Other than the United States, only 14 nations are mentioned in 2% or more 
of the international stories sampled for either network. Therefore, in relative terms, 
a nation involved in more than 2% of international news received "extensive" 
coverage. 
Secondly, a large number of these nations were involved in wars or major 
conflicts during the time period studied. The clearest case in point is the 
Falkland/Malvina Islands, whose presence among the high coverage nations is 
solely due to the incidence of war there. Since the outbreak of war guarantees a 
steady supply of visually fulfilling stories, the establishment of bureaus and/or 
other newsgathering facilities becomes justified in what is otherwise a neglected 
region. After the conflict "ends" the newsgathering infrastructure is dismantled, 
and it once again falls out of the reach of the networks, especially the Canadian 
networks, which, under their extra economic constraints, still remained for much 
of the period dependent upon the American and British networks for their supply 
of stories about the south Atlantic crisis. Nowhere is it better illustrated than in the 
patterns of coverage about this particular conflict. The Islands first appear in the 
TABLE 1 
NATIONS COVERED BY CBC AND CTV NEWS, 1982 AND 1983 
CBC CTV 
% of All % of All 
# of International # of International 
Nation Rank References Stories Rank References Stories 
United States 1 151 41.8 1 183 45.9 
United Kingdom* 2 70 19.4 2 86 21.6 
U.S.S.R. 3 35 9.7 3 40 10.0 
Israel 3 35 9.7 4 37 9.3 
Argentina 4 30 8.3 5 33 8.3 
Falklands/Malvinas 5 27 7.5 6 23 5.8 
Lebanon 6 22 6.1 6 23 5.8 
West Germany 7 18 5 .O 7 21 5.3 
France 8 17 4.7 9 17 4.3 
Poland 9 16 4.4 8 20 5 .O 
El Salvador 10 14 3.9 10 16 4.0 
Italy** 10 14 3 -9 12 10 2.5 
Nicaragua 11 11 3 -0 11 13 3.3 
Japan 12 10 2.8 13 7 1.8 
Iraq 
China, People's Rep. 
Iran 
Northern Ireland 
Switzerland 
Zimbabwe 
India 
Mexico 
South Africa 
... continued 
TABLE 1 
NATIONS COVERED BY CBC AND CTV NEWS, 1982 AND 1983 
CBC CTV 
% d All % of All 
# of International # of International 
Nation Rank References Stories Rank References Stories 
Australia 19 2 0.6 17 3 0.8 
Chile 19 2 0.6 18 2 0.5 
Guatemala 19 2 0.6 19 1 0.3 
Honduras 19 2 0.6 18 2 0.5 
Libya 19 2 0.6 0 
Nigeria 19 2 0.6 4 1 .O 
Portugal 19 2 0.6 18 2 05 
Taiwan 19 2 0.6 0 
The Netherlands 19 2 0.6 18 2 0.5 
The Philippines 19 2 0.6 18 2 0.5 
Algeria 20 1 0.3 15 5 13 
Angola 20 1 0.3 0 
Austria 20 1 0.3 17 3 0.8 
Belgium 20 1 0.3 19 1 0.3 
Chad 20 1 0.3 0 
Costa Rica 20 1 0.3 19 1 0.3 
Cuba 20 1 0.3 15 5 1.3 
Czechoslovakia 20 1 0.3 18 2 0.5 
East Germany 20 1 0.3 0 
Finland 20 1 0.3 18 2 0.5 
Ghana 20 1 0.3 18 2 0.5 
Haiti 20 1 0.3 0 
Jamaica 20 1 0.3 19 1 03 
Laos 20 1 0.3 0 
... continued 
TABLE 1 
NATIONS COVERED BY CBC AND CTV NEWS, 1982 AND 1983 
CBC 
% of All 
# of International 
CTV 
% of All 
# of International 
Nation Rank References Stories Rank References Stories 
Lithuania 
Saudi Arabia 
Spain 
Venezuela 
Zambia 
Sweden 
Bolivia 
Greece 
Iceland 
Norway 
Turkey 
Yugoslavia 
Nepal 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Thailand 
N = Stories 361 399 
* excludes Northern Ireland 
** includes references to 'The Vatican": 
Note: Percentages sum to more than 100 per cent since multiple nations may be cited in a single story. 
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news in April of 1982 and dominate the lead international stories for the remainder 
of the 1982 sample period. During those three months, CBC made 25 references 
to the Islands and CTV made twenty. By 1983, the Islands largely disappeared 
from both networks, with only two references by CBC and three by CTV. Likewise, 
it is clear that Argentina merited coverage only by virtue of its role in the sarne 
conflict: 29 references by CBC in 1982 are reduced to just one mention in 1983, 
and 30 references to Argentina by CTV in 1982 become just three references in all 
of the first six months of 1983. Virtually all of the 1983 stories were supplied by 
news agencies. By the same token, references to Great Britain are undoubtedly 
inflated as a consequence of its participation in the sarne 1982 conflict. CBC 
newscasts included 48 references to Great Britain (other than Northern Ireland) in 
1982, compared to 22 mentions in 1983. CTV's international news during the 1982 
period included 51 such references, yet only 35 during the 1983 period. A large 
number of the references throughout the 1982 sample were regularly made in the 
context of stories about the Falklands/Malvinas conflict, especially at CBC. At 
CTV, a great number of the total 86 references were to the British monarchy, 
including stories about the Princess of Wales, the Duke of Gloucester, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, and other highly-placed stories of royal tours. 
Thirdly, the most frequently cited nations include the major world imperial 
powers, historically and contemporarily. Their positions in the higher ranks add 
further weight to Harris' arguments regarding the news flow routes followed by 
the international news agencies, along with the U.S. networks (cf. Larson, 1984: 
Table 3.2,55-56). The latter in particular were found by Larson to cite the Soviet 
Union most frequently of all nations other than the United States itself, which 
Larson considers confirmation of "the often observed tendency of the U.S. net- 
works to interpret events in an East-West or Us-versus-Them framework (1984: 
57). Although such a tendency was less evident in Canadian network news, it is 
reproduced to some extent just by virtue of Canadian dependence upon U.S. news 
suppliers for stories about the Soviet Union. The comparatively greater depend- 
ence of CTV may account for its slightly larger number of references, since it airs 
a larger number of American-produced stories which inevitably include the an- 
tagonistic allusions to the Soviet Union. The existence of Canadian network 
bureaus in Moscow has traditionally been an on-again-off-again enterprise, and it 
seems that during periods of economic crisis and organizational shrinkage, the 
Moscow and Beijing bureaus are the first to go. These important and often very 
direct connections between underlying newsgathering infrastructures and the 
nature of international coverage must now be traced and explored further. 
The consequences of these connections or lines of determination can be 
conveyed by a closer examination of the locations from which independent foreign 
video reports originated. The patterns are most revealing and instructive, since 
these data represent a direct measure of foreign newsgathering conducted directly 
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by the networks. From the perspective of the Canadian networks, a foreign video 
report constitutes a major commitment of resources and, in this respect, it is 
critically important to examine their overall numbers in the whole stream of 
international stories brought to air. During the 1982 sample period, for example 
(which, as already noted, was considered by the networks to be an exceptionally 
costly year for foreign coverage), CBC aired a total of 190 international stories in 
the sampled newscasts. Of these, 71 stories or 37% were independently produced 
by CBC network news staff outside of Canada. The remainder, 119 stories or 63% 
are accounted for by: (1) reports provided by news agencies and American 
networks and (2) domestic video reports that were international in nature. 
A breakdown of the independently-produced stories by journalist location or 
nation of origin is yet more revealing of the relationship between newsgathering 
economics and the content of international news. The greatest number of stories 
(29) originated in Western Eumpe, where two CBC bureaus are located. These 
included 21 stories produced by the London bureau and eight by the Paris-based 
journalist, who reported the stories from Paris (one), Versailles (two, both regard- 
ing the economic summit of June 1982), Brussels (two about the EEC), Bonn (one 
regarding the NATO summit of June 1982), and one each from Geneva and Madrid. 
It seems likely that the number of stories produced by CBC London was excep 
tional, in light of the south Atlantic conflict, and that stories produced in the United 
States are more commonly found in the largest category. During the 1982 sample 
period, just 17 of the international stories or 24% were independently produced in 
the United States. It is significant, however, that 12 of the 17 stories were reported 
from Washington, where the CBC bureau is located, and three more originated 
from New York, where there are CBC facilities. One other story was reported from 
Detroit, and the other, about the space shuttle of March 1982, was reported from 
Houston. The remainder of the independently-produced stories (25) fall under the 
general category of "Other." Nine of these were reported from Buenos Aires, which 
became the makeshift headquarters of a whole host of networks during the south 
Atlantic crisis, and which necessitated a great deal of "co-production" and other 
exchange agreements between the Canadian and other networks. Others in this 
category include: six reports by a CBC Radio journalist from Beirut and one by a 
NATIONAL Ottawa journalist from "southern Lebanon," two reports from 
Jerusalem (one by a CBC French Service journalist), two reports from Moscow, 
one report by a JOURNAL producer near the Nicaragua-Honduras border, one 
report from Mexico City (in the context of the Trudeau trip of January 1982), and 
one report each from Tokyo, Manila, and San Salvador. 
During the 1983 sample period, the CBC independently produced 39 foreign 
video reports or 23% of its international news stories. Sixteen of these originated 
from Western Europe (nine from London, six from Paris, and one from Munich); 
twelve of the reports originated from the United States (ten from Washington, and 
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one each from New York and Detroit); and the others included stories from 
Jerusalem (three), Warsaw (two), San Salvador (two), Beijing (two), Moscow 
(one), and one Special Report from southern Lebanon, for a total of 11 stories 
which originated from regions other than the United States and Western Europe. 
Hence, of the 171 international stories which appeared in the 1983 sample, 39 
foreign video reports and 29 domestic video reports were independently produced 
by the network. The remainder, 103 stories or 60%' were externally supplied. 
The ratio of externally-procured to independently-produced international 
stories is considerably higher at CTV, where the commitment of resources for 
independent news production is smaller, and where there are just three foreign 
bureaus in Washington, London and Beijing. During the 1982 sample period, CTV 
produced 39 foreign video reports, eighteen of which originated from one of its 
three bureaus (twelve from London, three from Washington, and three from 
Beijing). Seven originated from Buenos Aires, four from New York, three from 
Beirut, and one story each was produced in Manila, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, San 
Salvador, Brussels, Versailles (regarding the June 1982 economic summit), and 
Bonn (regarding the June 1982 NATO summit). During the same period, the 
network produced 30 domestic video reports that made reference to other nations, 
for a total of 69 independently-produced international stories or one-third (33.3%) 
of its international news output. In the following year, its production of inde- 
pendent foreign video reports dropped markedly to 22 stories, and all but three of 
these (two from Jerusalem and one from New York) were produced by the three 
foreign bureaus. If the 13 domestic video reports are included, CTV still produced 
no more than 18% of the international stories that it aired.' 
All of these data are summarized in Table 2, which shows the national origin 
of foreign video reports independently produced by the two networks. In some 
respects Table 2 is similar to Table 1 and in other important ways it is different. 
First, Table 2, like Table 1, is skewed towards coverage of a few nations. However, 
it is far more highly skewed than Table 1. More than half of the CBC reports and 
more than 60% of the CTV reports originate from just two countries; namely, 
England and the United States. Not at all coincidentally, both countries house 
permanent network bureaus, and, as indicated above, most of these stories 
originated direct1 from the cities in which these bureaus are located, i.e. London B and Washington. England outranks the United States here, which may be due to 
its prominent role in the south Atlantic conflict, but which is more likely due to 
the ease with which foreign-produced reports about the United States can be 
obtained, which precludes the need to independently produce stories about 
American locations other than Washington, where some Canadian perspective is 
desirable if not essential. The CBC's permanent bureau in Paris and its temporary 
bureau in Buenos Aires produced a further 16% of its foreign video reports; in alll 
therefore, more than 70% originated from these four bureau locations. CTV'S four 
TABLE 2 
NATIONAL ORIGIN OF INDEPENDENTLY-PRODUCED FOREIGN VIDEO REPORTS BY CBC AND CTV NEWS, 
1982 AND 1983 
0 
CBC CTV 
% of A11 Foreign Cumulative % of All Foreign cumulative 5 
Nation Rank Video Reports Per Cent Rank Video Reports Per Cent 
England 1 27.8 27.8 1 37.7 37.7 
F 
Z 
United States 2 26.9 54.7 2 24.6 62.3 - 
3 France 8.3 63.0 6 1.6 63.9 
Argentina 3 8.3 71.3 3 11.5 75.4 
s 
w 
Z 
Lebanon 4 
Israel 5 
U S S R .  6 
Belgium 7 
China, People's Rep. 7 
Poland 7 
West Germany 7 
El Salvador 8 0.9 94.6 6 1.6 98.3 5 
Japan 8 0.9 95.5 0.0 
Mexico 8 0.9 96.4 0.0 5 
Nicaragua 8 0.9 97.3 0.0 
Spain 8 0.9 98.2 0.0 
T 0 
8 r Switzerland 0.9 99.1 0.0 Y 
The Philippines 8 0.9 100.0 6 1.6 99.9* 
VI 
N =  108 6 1 B 
- - 
CL 
* due to rounding, cumulative total is less than 100.0% 
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bureaus (three permanent and one temporary) together produced a full 80.4% of 
its independent foreign stories. 
Moreover, the Soviet Union, ranked third among CTV international stories in 
Table 1 and cited in 10% of these stories, quite completely disappears from the 
ranks of Table2, which reflects that network's total dependence upon (main1yU.S.) 
foreign sources of news about the Soviet Union, in the absence of any CTV 
facilities or journalists there. It is here, then, that some inter-network differences 
begin to appear, yet these differences remain differences of degree, i.e. the degree 
of coverage according to bureau sites. In both cases, travel beyond bureau locations 
for the purposes of independent story production is severely limited. Finally, these 
differences of degree pertain also to levels of dependence upon external news 
suppliers: CBC independently produced a total of 108 foreign video reports or just 
under 30% of all the intemational stories that it broadcast, while CTV produced 
61 foreign video reports or just over 15% of the 399 intemational stories that it 
broadcast. 
The full picture of dependency is presented in Table 3, which demonstrates 
the ways in which these dependent relationships between the Canadian networks 
and their external suppliers actually structure the newscasts into stories of accord- 
ingly different formats and lengths. The first and most striking finding is that 
almost two-thirds of all the stories are procured externally; the range is from just 
under half of the CBC's 1982 stories to more than 80% of CTV's 1983 stories. 
Among these, the largest proportion (43%) are obtained from the international 
news agencies, whose stories, once transformed for broadcast by the Canadian 
networks, assume three forms. The first is a traditional "straight copy" story, where 
the news reader or anchor simply reads the copy straight to camera without any 
visual accompaniment, even without a still visual or graphic. Such a format is rare 
at THE NATIONAL, armed as it is with a staff of three full-time graphic artists, 
yet somewhat more frequent at CTV, equipped with a lesser capacity to produce 
still graphics. More common at both networks is the second form of agency story, 
attuned to the visual imperative, which includes a still visual; more than 20% of 
the stories appeared in this format. From a journalistic perspective, the most 
desirable story form is the third type, in which the anchor voices-over film or video 
tape provided by the agency, yet the constraints of editing time mean that it is not 
always possible to present a story in this form. In the case of the sampled stories, 
slightly more than 15% followed the anchor voice-over format. 
Three other sources provided the basis of anchor voice-over reports. By far 
the most important are the American networks, particularly at CTV, which tends 
to produce anchor voice-over stories out of the stories which it receives via its ABC 
and NBC feeds; indeed, most of its American network stories assume this form. 
Two other suppliers to the CBC were the BBC and Radio-Canada. Just over half 
of all the stories (53%). therefore, are "anchor-centred" reports, a figure that is 
TABLE 3 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS STORIES BY FORMAT AND SOURCE 
Format (Source)+ CBC - 1982 CBC - 1983 CTV - 1982 CTV - 1983 Total % of All Stories 
Anchor - No Still (Agency) 2 28 22 52 6.8 
Anchor - Still (Agency) 39 48 38 36 161 21.2 
Anchor Voice-over (Agency) 26 15 
Anchor Voice-over (US Net) 1 12 
Anchor Voice-over (BBC) 1 1 2 0 3 
Anchor Voice-over (R-C) 1 1 0.1 
Foreign Video Report (ABC) 3 5 8 1.1 
Froeign Video Report (CBS) 12 11 23 3 .O 
Foreign Video Report (NBC) 11 13 17 15 56 7.4 
1.-, e,.1,-.1..,.1--.-e.--,.,.,..-T.-.*I-."I".,., ..-.. *-,. e.<-..,-.-.". .I.-. - .-.." ....-. "" ,-.-," ...... " ,..,.." -...-*, "" "*... "-,=." ,,,.<,." *,-.v-,--...,*," ,....,..." ,P..-.<...-..." -.,.<<* """" .v-=.,-,.,..e.,.<,.,~ 
Subtotals (%) 47.9 59.6 66.7 81.8 (488) 64.2 
.................................... .............. -*.-- ....... -..a-*.+*. -..--.. >."..,." .... ,.,.."" .................. " ...,.............-............... " ...--.....-......,.....*.,..-..." ..,.......-,.~-..,.--.,............,.,,.....,~.,~.....,..." ............--.,....- 
Domestic Video Report (Ind) 28 30 30 13 101 13.3 
Foreign Video Report (Ind) 71** 39 39 22 171 22.5 
TOTALS 190 171 207 192 760 100.0 
* Abbreviations: ABC: American Broadcasting Company; BBC: British Broadcasting Corporation; CBS: ColumbiaBroadcasting Service; 
NBC; National Broadcasting Company; Ind: Independen~ R-C: Radio-Canada; US Net: (Unidentified) US. Network 
** Includes one telephone report from Buenos Aires by the Washington correspondent which used U.S. network visuals. 
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considerably higher at CTV (64%) where the economic commitment to 
independent news production is weaker and the internal journalistic labour force 
is smaller. 
The remainder of the stories are "reporter-centred" and feature a journalist 
associated with either a U.S. or Canadian network. Of the three American net- 
works, NBC is the most important provider of video reports, since the rights to 
re-broadcast stories from its news feed are shared by CBC and CTV. Stories which 
feature Canadian network journalists are of two types: international stories by a 
journalist located in Canada who reports about a Canadian event with international 
dimensions (domestic video reports), and stories by a journalist who reports from 
outside of Canada (independent foreign video reports). The first type includes, for 
example, stories about international figures who visit Canada and Ottawa stories 
which make reference to the United States or other countries. Needless to say, the 
second type of independent video report is by far the most costly to produce, and 
represents the greatest commitment of resources; these stories are also the longest 
of all the format types. Overall, just over one-fifth of all of the international stories 
(23%) were produced in this manner. In general, then, anchor reports indicate a 
reliance upon the major international news agencies and the American networks; 
domestic video reports most often are Ottawa-produced stories which make 
reference to the United States; and foreign video reports, if not extracted directly 
from U.S. network feeds, represent the greatest commitment of network resources 
in the coverage of international affairs. 
To summarize, international news coverage by the Canadian networks is 
highly concentrated among a very limited number of nations which receive the 
bulk of the coverage, while most other nations are ignored. The level of concentra- 
tion is much greater than that found among the three American networks, and the 
difference results from the vast differences in their ~spective newsgathering 
resources. In addition, the culturally-specific dependency of the Canadian net- 
works upon external news suppliers leads, on the one hand, to a very low proportion 
of independent production or direct reportage which might be expected to present 
a Canadian perspective upon world developments, and on the other hand, to a 
reproduction of the skewed patterns of coverage provided by their foreign news 
suppliers. Alternatively, direct reportage by the Canadian networks might be seen 
to duplicate the coverage available through the American networks, since their 
own facilities are concentrated in the same countries. The degree of dependence 
and its influence are so great as to affect the very structure of Canadian newscasts 
with respect to not only nations covered but also story formats, the availability of 
visual material, and the length of individual news items. Regions beyond the 
limited reach of network bureau sites, both U.S. and Canadian, are unlikely to 
appear on the televisual news map unless original coverage can be justified by a 
development which assures a significant supply of newsworthy and visually 
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fulfilling stories; most often, violent conflict or war. During the sample period, the 
best illustration of the tendency was the story of the south Atlantic conflict, which 
drew attention to the otherwise neglected nation of Argentina, only to see it 
disappear again once the supply was depleted. Argentina, however, is but one of 
a whole gamut of nations which obtain only relatively brief yet intense periods of 
coverage during major violent crises. Others like Britain, France and Japan 
received more stable pattems of coverage throughout the two-year sample period. 
Lastly, there is a group of nations which rarely appear on the global map 
offered by network television news. These include nations of Eastern Europe, of 
the Southern Hemisphere, and of much of the Third World. The picture of the world 
which results offers a view of no more than a fragment of the world as it is. While 
the discussion here is limited to the major network news programmes, it is scarcely 
necessary to demonstrate that a much smaller picture of the world is provided by 
current affairs, which demands a commitment of resources that far exceeds what 
is needed to produce a brief news story. Overall, the televisual globe is but a 
fraction of the world that it ostensibly "covers." 
THE NATIONAL NEWS MAP 
The significance of economic constraints is most blatantly evident in the pattems 
of national story geography, which can be briefly illustrated here. Despite 
journalistic ideals, network policy "mandates," and the availability of technologies 
which can alter the imbalances, the infrastructures of production militate against 
a regionally or otherwise balanced flow. In the realm of national news, economic 
constraints very directly shape the geographical distribution of journalistic labour, 
which in turn is the major determinant of the geographical contours of national 
coverage. 
The greatest concentration of network journalists by far is to be found in 
Ottawa, where CBC and CTV had posted seven and four journalists respectively 
during the period under study. Outside of Ottawa, THE NATIONAL was served 
by seven Toronto reporters and eight reporters posted beyond the Ontario borders: 
two in Montreal, and one each in St. John's, Halifax, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton 
and Vancouver. CTV, meanwhile, employed one Toronto reporter and just five 
outside of Ontario: one each in Vancouver, Edmonton, Montreal, Quebec City and 
Halifax. It is not at all surprising, therefore, to find that the geography of inde- 
pendently-produced stories is very limited indeed, excluding whole areas of the 
Country, most glaringly the North yet also provinces like New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island, and within all of the provinces, excluding much of the vast 
areas unaccounted for by one or two major urban centres. Both networks attempt 
to fill these huge gaps largely by means of "name-dropping" or passing references 
to the neglected sites both in independently-produced video reports and in the brief 
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anchor reports that are mainly supplied by Canadian Press and Broadcast Nel 
Rarely are these otherwise non-existent places on the national news map subjecl 
to the "extensive" coverage of a network journalist who actually travels to a 
reports from the site. 
That relatively more substantive coverage is examined in Table 4, wh 
documents "journalist location" or story origin for all of the national stor 
produced by CBC and CTV during 1982 and 1983. In some ways, the table 
deceptive as a representation of the "coverage" of different regions of Canada. 1 
example, the comparatively high number of stories which originated in Winni~ 
includes rather extensive reportage of the Progressive Conservative Party's natic 
a1 convention of January 1983, which happened to be held in Winnipeg, yet nc 
of these stories related anything about the city or the province. This "coincider 
of locale" also figures in the stories from Kamloops which, likewise, were I 
stories about Kamloops per se: in one case, it was the site of the selection 
Progressive Conservative leadership convention delegates, while in the othe 
was a stop on the March 1983 royal tour of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip 
TABLE 4 
GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF 
INDEPENDENTLY-PRODUCED NATIONAL STORIES BY CBC AN1 
CTV NEWS, 1982 AND 1983 
CBC CTV 
% of All % of All 
# of CBC National # of CTVNatio. 
Origin Stories Stories Stories Stories 
1. ONTARIO 155 49.5 107 56.9 
Ottawa 95 30.4 76 40.4 
Toronto 50 16.0 25 13.3 
Other (1 story each) 10 3.2 6 3.2 
2. QUEBEC 37 11.8 28 14.9 
Montreal 23 7.3 19 10.1 
Quebec City 9 2.9 8 4.3 
Other (1 story each) 5 1.6 1 0.5 
3. BRITISH COLUMBIA 27 8.6 15 8.0 
Vancouver 19 6.1 10 5.3 
Prince Rupert 2 0.6 
Kamloops 1 0.3 2 1.1 
Other (1 story each) 5 1.6 3 1.6 
4. ALBERTA 25 8.0 14 7.4 
Edmonton 16 5.1 8 4.3 
C a b Y  7 2.2 6 3.2 
Other (1 story each) 2 0.6 
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TABLE 4 
GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF 
INDEPENDENTLY-PRODUCED NATIONAL STORIES BY CBC AND 
CTV NEWS, 1982 AND 1983 
CBC CTV 
% of All % of All 
# of CBC National #of CTVNational 
Origin Stories Stories Stories Stories 
5. NEWFOUNDLAND 17 5.4 4 2.1 
St. John's 13 4.2 4 2.1 
Other (1 story each) 4 1.3 
other i 1story each) 2 0.6 
7. NOVASCOTLA 12 3.8 4 2.1 
Halifax 10 3.2 4 2.1 
Other (1 story each) 2 0.6 
8. SASKATCHEWAN 10 3.2 3 1.6 
Regina 8 2.6 1 0.5 
Saskatoon 2 1.1 
Other (1 story each) 2 0.6 
9. NEW BRUNSWICK 6* 1.9 1 0.5 
Moncton 3 1.0 
Fredericton 2 0.6 
Other 1 0.5 
10. PRINCE EDWARD I S J A W  4 1.3 1 0.5 
Charlottetown 2 0.6 1 0.5 
Other (1 story each) 2 0.6 
11. NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 1 0.3 
Pangertown 1 0.3 
Other 
12. YUKON 
Unidentifiable 3 1 .O 3 1.6 
313 99.9** 188 99.9** 
* includes one story in which the exact location in New Brunswick was 
unidentifiable 
** percentages sum to less than 100% due to rounding 
By far, the greatest proportion of national stories originate from Ottawa- 
more than 30% of CBC stories and more than 40% of CTV's national stories are 
produced out of the national capital-and the vast majority of these concern the 
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federal state. Here, the relationship between newsgathering infrastructure and 
news content becomes very clear: CTV locates exactly 40% of its national news 
staff (that is, four of its ten national reporters) at its Ottawa bureau, which in turn 
produces exactly 40.4% of its national stories. More broadly, its limited overall 
force of ten journalists produces a much smaller figure of total national stories: 
188 or barely 60% of the national stories produced by the CBC during the same 
period. The high proportion of Ottawa stories by both networks is the outcome of: 
first, the comparatively low cost of production and the ease with which such stories 
can be produced, especially in light of the scope of Ottawa facilities and satellite 
linkages; secondly, the availability of a steady supply of assuredly newsworthy 
events; and thirdly, ready access to "newsmakers" who may provide and/or be 
featured in the stories as official spokespersons for the federal state. Ottawa stories 
therefore meet at least two essential criteria of news production: the economic 
feasibility of production, and the fulfillment of fundamental production values 
regarding newsworthiness. 
The high volume of Ottawa stories necessarily inflates the number of stories 
which originate from the province of Ontario-close to half of the CBC stories 
and almost 60% of the CTV stories-and it could be argued that, since Ottawa 
stories are overwhelmingly about the federal state and thus of a "supra- provincial" 
nature, these should be excluded from the Ontario total. However, it can be seen 
from Table 4 that, even if Ottawa stories are excluded, the largest proportion of 
national stories still derive from that province: 19% of CBC stories and 17% of 
CTV stories. Of these, the largest majority derive from Toronto, where CBC's 
seven Toronto-based reporters produced 50 stories in the sampled newscasts. CTV 
produced half that number of Toronto stories, for two probable reasons: first, there 
is only one CTV national (network) reporter based in Toronto; and secondly, it is 
a matter of policy at CTV NATIONAL NEWS that its headquarters and anchor 
location in Toronto be downplayed as much as possible. Nonetheless, 13% of its 
stories originated from Toronto, more than from any other city in Canada with the 
exception of Ottawa itself. 
If Ottawa is treated as "supra-provincial" there are just six CTV journalists 
assigned to cover the ten provinces and two temtories, and that low assignment is 
very much reflected in the distribution of non-Ottawa stories at CTV. There were 
virtually no CTV stories from either of the temtories, and, although THE NA- 
TIONALproduced one "Special Report" from Pangertown, N.W.T. (CBC. 13 April 
1982), the Yukon and Northwest Temtories are otherwise absent from the national 
map of both networks during both sample years. With regard to the four Western 
provinces, CTV offered a total of 16 stories in 1982 and 24 stories in 1983. Much 
more seriously neglected by CTV is the Atlantic region, for which a single 
Halifax-based reporter is responsible: in 1982, the network produced just five 
stories out of the region (two from Halifax, two from St. John's, and one from 
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Perth-Andover, New Brunswick) and in 1983 it produced five (two from Halifax, 
two fiom St. John's, and one from Charlottetown). It is tempting to suggest that 
such low coverage of the Atlantic region is related to the low size of the newscast's 
Atlantic audience. CTV NATIONAL NEWS is not pre-fed to the region as is THE 
NATIONAL; instead, it appears there at midnight, which inevitably reduces the 
size of the regional audience-market and which may well accord it a lower place 
in CTV's national coverage priorities. 
Another important dimension of national reportage is the high concentration 
of story origins in one or two urban centres within each province, to the neglect of 
other cities, towns, and rural areas. This pattern is also very marked and very strong 
for both networks and for both sample years, as Table 4 demonstrates. For example, 
in 1982 the CBC produced 91 Ontario stories, representing 50% of all its national 
stories that year. Eighty-three of these stories or 9 1% originated in either Ottawa 
(62 stories or 68%) or Toronto (21 stories or 23%) while the remainder consisted 
of one each from Crysler, Brantford, Tillsonburg, Hillsdale, Oakville, Milton and 
London, and one story, featured in the debut programme of the new NATIONAL, 
concerned severe weather conditions reported by a journalist in a helicopter over 
"Central Ontario" (CBC, THE NATIONAL, 11 January 1982). In the following 
year, no more than two of its 64 Ontario stories derived from places other than 
Ottawa and Toronto. At both networks, Manitoba stories are Winnipeg stories 
almost by definition; often the "coincidence of locale" factor is at work. 
CTV is much more "urban-centred" in its reportage of Canadian news. Despite 
the fact that its newsgathering network is highly concentrated in Ontario, even in 
this province, its reach beyond Ottawa and Toronto is limited. In 1982, it produced 
five such stories out of a total of 51 Ontario stories, and in 1983, out of 56 Ontario 
stories, just one was reported from outside of Ottawa and Toronto, and this site 
Fleshenon) became newsworthy only insofar as it was a stop on Joe Clark's 
Progressive Conservative leadership campaign trail. In that case, the accessibility 
factor was operative (since a CTV journalist was assigned to follow Clark 
throughout his leadership campaign), and it is generally the case that travel beyond 
the largest urban centres must be justified by the strength of the production values 
that a story offers. 
Table 5 illustrates the urban orientation of Canadian news more directly and 
at the same time it strongly establishes the relationship between the geography of 
network bureau sites and the national geography of story content. It is clear now 
that two factors, the economics of reportage and its related infrastructure, as well 
as the production values of a story, determine the contours of (both international 
and) national news coverage. The former remains the primary determinant of 
Which places in Canada will come to appear on the televisual news map. 
TABLE 5 
ORIGIN OF INDEPENDENTLY-PRODUCED NATIONAL NEWS STORIES BY RANK 
CBC CTV 
% of All Cumulative % of All Cumulative 
Orkin Rank National Stories Per Cent Rank National Stories per Cent 6 
I 
Ottawa*** 1 30.4 30.4 1 40.4 40.4 Z 
Toronto*** 2 16.0 46.4 2 13.3 53.7 g. 
Montreal*** 3 7.3 53.7 3 10.1 63.8 CC ID 
Vancouver*** 4 6.1 59.8 4 5.3 69.1 %, 
Edmonton*** 5 5.1 64.9 5 4.3 73.4 3 
Winnipeg* 6 4.5 69.4 5 4.3 77.7 b 
St. John's* 7 4.2 73.6 7 2.1 79.8 S. z. 
Halifax*** 8 3.2 76.8 7 2.1 81.9 
Quebec City** 9 2.9 79.7 5 4.3 86.2 5 s 
Regina* 10 2.6 82.3 9 0.5 86.7 3 
Calgary 11 2.2 84.5 6 3.2 89.9 
Moncton 
7 
12 1 .O 85.5 o 
Charlottetown 13 0.6 86.1 9 0.5 90.4 2' 
Fredericton 13 0.6 86.7 9 0.5 90.9 2 C1. 
Prince Rupert 13 0.6 87.3 1.1 
Karnloops 8 1.1 92.0 
Saskatoon 14 0.3 87.6 8 1.1 93.1 
5 
Other (1 story each) 15 12.4 100.0 9 6.9 100.0 P 
N = (stories) 3 13 188 f 
* CBC bureau only 
** CTV bureau only 
*** CBC and CTV bureaus 
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CONCLUSION 
The political economy of infoxmation broadcasting spawns a set of social 
relations of production and a set of market imperatives from which devolve a core 
of production values legitimated by professional journalistic ideologies and opera- 
tionalized in professional journalistic practices. Among the social relations of 
production are two integrated yet conceptually separable structures which create 
additional constraints and which otherwise shape the informational text: the 
organization of the labour process (the constraints of time and technology, for 
example) and the division and distribution of journalistic labour, which gives rise 
to the constraints of story geography at the international and national levels. 
In the Canadian case, the political economy of the society at large serves to 
contextualize, if not outrightly explain, the patterns of international story geog- 
raphy. The nature of news production and distribution uniquely reflects Canada's 
location vis-a-vis other capitalist economies and the related pattern of media 
interdependence at the international level. Moreover, Canadian news production 
is plugged solidly into the international network of news production and depends 
heavily upon continental and international news suppliers, such that it might more 
accurately be regarded as a system of news distribution rather than one of news 
production proper. 
The fundamental economics of network television news production here, 
then, create: (1) a dependence upon the international news agencies and U.S. 
network news suppliers; (2) a limited original newsgathering infrastructure both 
outside and inside the country; and (3) a network of transmission channels bound 
by the structure of satellite linkages and land lines, all of which lead to sustained 
patterns of story origination and news definition, among other characteristics of 
television news. These dependencies and patterns of story origination likewise 
affect the way in which events are reported and the forms that news stories assume. 
The effects of economic constraints become most clearly evident if we consider 
that case in which such constraints are most severely exerted. Three product 
outcomes can be identified at CTV: (1) more than two-thirds of its stories are 
international--that is, the type of news story which is, in Canada, ironically 
cheaper to produce; (2) approximately threequarters of these international stories 
are procured from other news organizations, which explains their lower cost; and 
(3) CTV produces fewer stories overall of any type. 
Beyond the numbers and types of stories, economic constraints and the related 
organization of the labour process-in particular, the division and distribution of 
journalistic labour and the network of facilities whereby news is collected and 
transmitted, including satellite linkages and the geography of network bureaus- 
also largely determine and regularly affect the array of sites where "news" will 
occur, an array which is by no means haphazard or random, as we have seen. 
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Internationally, whole portions of the globe remain more or less absent from the 
televisual news map, while nationally, whole areas of the country are unseen. The 
Yukon and Northwest Temtories comprise approximately one-third of the total 
land area and contain about 40,000 people. The relationship between population 
density4.e. market size-and the assignment of national reporters is vividly 
demonstrated by the lone appearance of a single story from the territories out of a 
grand sum of 501 national stories by both networks during the two sample years. 
News, then, is less a reflection of where events occur than of how network 
resources are distributed and where network journalists are deployed. 
Evidence presented here and in the larger analysis (Clarke, 1987) supports the 
argument that it is the process (of information production) which produces the 
content, and not the producers. Here it has been possible to demonstrate only a few 
of the ways in which the dynamics of the labour process shape the informational 
text. Figure 1, however, briefly summarizes the full range of constraints identified 
in the larger analysis and points out a number of their results for the form and 
content of television news and current affairs. At minimum, these patterns suggest 
the need to re-assess approaches which tend to over-privilege the text as their 
object of analysis par excellence, which treat the text as a "free-floating cultural 
artefact" (to use Murdock and Golding's phrase), or which otherwise disregard its 
real, material genesis in the social relations of production and the everyday, 
practical conditions under which it is produced. 
ENDNOTES 
1. The five production units are each separate, organizationally distinct, and 
formally "autonomous" vis-a-vis other programme production units at the two 
networks. Apart from linkages at the highest level of their management 
structure, no formal relationships exist between them. Their separate budgets, 
facilities, labour forces, and other resources in effect make for five separate 
"case studies" of network television information production in Canada. At the 
same time, their relative self-containment and the complexity of their respec- 
tive organizations make it impossible to reproduce here a detailed documen- 
tation of the labour process at each. See the longer analysis (Clarke, 1987: 
21 3-461) for a full account. 
2. With respect to the British case, for example, these have been documented by 
Elliott (1972), Schlesinger (1978), Tracey (1978), Golding and Elliott (1979) 
and the Glasgow University Media Group (1976,1980). among others. 
3. Satellite technology introduces new constraints as well, particularly once 
satellite dependency is fully-fledged. These constraints are both economic- 
not only facilities co-ordinators, yet also assignment and story editors are 
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FIGURE 1 
PRODUCTION CONSTRAINTS AND THEIR TEXTUAL OUTCOMES 
Production Constraints* 
- limited production periods 
- limited programme lengths 
- limited story lengths 
- limited facilities and resources, includ- 
ing human labour-power and tech- 
nological resources 
technological constraints 
- use of film versus ENG------------------ 
- limited network of land lines and ----- 
satellite links 
division and distribution of ----------------- 
journalistic labour 
structured, unequal access to nations,----- 
regions, etc. 
structured, unequal access to potential --- 
subjects 
general production values ------------------ 
production values regarding---------------- 
subject selection and the use of official 
spokespersons 
Some Textual Consequences 
"event" orientation, decontex- 
tualization of events, focus upon ac- 
tions and individuals rather than 
processes and structures, ahis- 
toricism, etc. 
exclusion of events which occur out- 
side the parameters of satellite feed 
deadlines 
widespread effects upon the quan- 
tity, form and content of stories 
economic and logistical restrictions 
constrain story form and content 
limited story geography 
limited news definitions, limited 
story geography 
limited story geography 
limited demography of subjects, 
limited conceptualizations of power 
and politics 
limited criteria of story selection, 
limited guidelines regarding story 
presentation 
officialdom and the reproduction of 
official definitions of social reality 
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Production Constraints* Some Textual Consequences 
limited resources for original -------------- same a~ above 
research/dependence upon official infor- 
mation suppliers, esp. state agents 
absence of comprehensive ----------------- potentially erroneous assumptions 
knowledge of programme audiences which underlie the construction of 
texts 
legal constraints and fear of --------------- critical attention is largely limited to 
legal repercussions the state 
limitations of established programme ---- exclusion of incompatible stories 
formats 
limited social demography of ------------- limited patterns of story origination, 
producers esp. in current affairs 
limited range of sources/degree ----------- limited original news collection, 
of inter-media dependence similarity of news agendas, 
homogeneity of form, cross-media 
content duplication 
fundamental market imperatives: --------- effects upon both form and content 
- pre-eminently, the need to obtain and of programmes and stories, tenden- 
sustain audiences cy towards consensual forms of 
- production values spawned by the visual presentation, exclusion of contexts, 
nature of television ahistoricirn, etc., exclusion of non- 
- the entertainment context in which visual or weakly visual topic 
televisual information is produced material 
economic constraints of the current crisis: 
- increasingly limited travel -------------- progressive centralization of story 
locales, increased dependence upon 
external suppliers 
- reduced facilities and resources limited original production, in- 
creased mtes of procurement and co- 
production, conformity to dominant 
(global) practices of story produc- 
tion and dominant story forms 
* Note that these are not necessarily listed in their perceived order of importance, 
nor is it possible to convey here the interaction of these constraints. The list is 
meant to be suggestive rather than exhaustive. 
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acutely aware of its costs-and technological (e.g. inadequate circuitry and 
land line limitations). 
It should be noted that Larson found no significant differences across the three 
networks in the proportion of international news reported in each format 
(1984: 43). 
See his discussion in Chapter 3, and especially his Table 3:4 (198463). 
See Larson's Table 3 5  (198456); my calculations. 
The sample period extended from January to June 1982 and from January to 
June 1983. The newscasts were recorded as follows: Friday of the first week, 
Thursday of the second week, Wednesday of the third week, etc., throughout 
the 1982 sample period, Monday of the first week, Tuesday of the second 
week, etc., throughout the 1983 sample period. 
While a modified Larsonian definition of "international news" was the best 
criterion available, it is not without its limitations, and these become most 
apparent in the classification of domestic video xcports, where the criterion of 
"nations citedn is at its most tenuous. For example, a number of CTV's 1983 
domestic video reports which qualified as "international" by this criterion 
were substantively very limited in their international scope, due to: (1) a 
tendency among story writers to make frequent comparative references to the 
United States, (2) the high volume of Ottawa-produced stories which report 
about Canada-U.S. relations, and (3) the high coverage which CTV accords 
to the Royal Family. The figure cited, therefore, somewhat over-states the 
amount of international news that is independently produced by the network. 
Similarly, Larson found that the ten nations equipped with bureaus throughout 
1972-1981 accounted for 53% of all the foreign video reports in his sample 
(1984: 60). 
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